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The Method of Infering Missing Words
from Oracle Bone Rejoining and of Narrowing
the Search Range for the Missing Parts

Lin Hung-ming

Abstract

Oracle bones are often in fragments and so are the inscriptions on them.
Rejoining the fragments of the similar themes is one of the significant research
works in oracle bone studies. Oracle bone rejoining is often seen as an obscure
knowledge and not many clear instructions are there for the researchers to come.
Numerous research papers in the literature have offered princples, methods, or
qualifications of oracle bone rejoining, but they tend to cover only the general
idea. To make it easier for the beginners, I argue that if the more details of the
instructions can be shared, the better understandng of the methods can be
achieved. Thus I will share my years of experiences in the field so as to show
how to infer the missing words from the rejoinings and to narrow down the

search range for the missing parts.

Keywords: oracle bone, oracle bone rejoining, rejoining method

* Associate Professor, Depatment of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University.
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